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I have lived among this people upwards of thirty years, and have
taken considerable interest in elections, and frequently asked the
people to vote for the candidate that I supported, and recollect
but a solitary instance, in all that time, where a man had the inde-
pendence to refuse my request. It was amusing after the county
of Crawford was organized, and an election was to take place
for a delegate to Congress from Michigan, to see these people
about election time. It so happened that Joseph Rolette and
myself influenced about an equal number of voters, and as we
generally supported different candidates, these people would meet,
and talk among themselves about the election, asking each other
who they were going to vote for? The answer invariably was,
“Je va vole pour Mons. Rolette;” or “Je va vote pour Mons.
Lockwood ;” the names of the opposing candidates never being
mentioned, and very seldom known—a rather amusing circum-
stance.

In the spring of the year 1824, a delegate to Congress was to
be elected for Michigan; and Michigan, like all other portions
of the Union, had several patriotic men who desired to sacri-
fice themselves to the service of their country. Among the numer-
ous candidates, Mr. Rolette and T each selected one for our sup-
port, and solicited the votes of the Canadians for our respect-
ive candidates. Among the voters was a respectable and indus-
trious farmer living in the lower end of Prairie du Chien, by the
name of Barrette, whose vote had been solicited both by Mr.
Rolette and myself; but Barrette being engaged in getting in
his spring crop of grain, and thinking if he went to the election
he would offend one or the other of us, which he wished to avoid,
concluded it would be wisest to remain at home, and work on his
farm. Mr. Rolette’s idea of the elective franchise was such, that
he believed that every man was bound to vote, and, moreover
that he should do it precisely in accordance with his leader’s
wishes, without exercising any judgment whatever of his own.
M. Rolette being a Canadian by birth, of French extraction, and
although an educated man, considered himself insulted by Bar-



